T he death of Anthony E. (Tony) Siegman on October 7, 2011, was a profound shock to the worldwide optical science and laser community. An esteemed scientist and educator, Tony was also a kind and gentle man.
Tony was born November 23, 1931, and raised in rural Michigan. As an early National Merit Scholar, he attended Harvard University and received an AB degree summa cum laude in 3 years. After 2 years on a cooperative plan with the University of California, Los Angeles, and Hughes Research Laboratories, he obtained an MS degree in Applied Physics in 1954. He went north to Stanford and completed his PhD work under Dean Watkins on microwave noise in traveling wave tubes. In 1957, just 7 years after graduating from high school, he joined the Stanford faculty as an Assistant Professor of Electrical Engineering.
By all accounts, Tony's career was transformative, both to the eld of electrical engineering and in the lives of his colleagues and students. In 1959, he attended the historic quantum electronics symposium at Shawanga Lodge. This was the beginning of the maser and laser era; amplication was now possible by using the quantum mechanical properties of atoms and molecules instead of the kinetic properties of electrons. Tony never looked back.
Tony's students universally remember him as a warm and skilled teacher. Tony was also an outdoorsman. For many years, he and his wife Jeannie spent winters near Lake Tahoe, where they cross-country skied and hiked with their dogs. In earlier years, Tony and I backpacked and camped in the Sierras with our children. On one occasion in the early 1960s, he and I were skiing at Sugar Bowl.
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